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AL thirteen—1he age my daughters are
rnow—! mowed with my Tamily 1a Limerick, a
metropolis after the hamlet of Crossmolina
where § grew up. | STl remesnber The
excitement of my frst trip o wown: small
shiops nestled in narraw streets and Lanes,
an almosi Temple Bar fieel, or thats how |
remember it

cycls. Sactions af the Shannon riverside
have bBeen s=nsitively refurbished, walks
and oyoleswvays Laid down, The Gearglan

city rehabilivated in an atrempr io bring
lite back inta the ity centre, 1o make

it @ place of possibilities again. Part of
Limerick's prablem s the Location af the
uniersity=very peasant for those wha use
It, owisige the city alang the river, DLUL with
little connection to the city centre. Thee
‘Bmerican campus' seluticn imagined im the
19705 was part of the turn your back ta the
city’ doctrine of the time, and so for thirty
years Limesick City has reaped nane af the
be=mefits that wsually go aleng with being a
werieErsily 1o,

That all changed rapidly, the Cresent
shopping centre in Deoradeyle cpened

in 197 %, then the Parkway on the sast af
the crty dwning the 1580s, fal lowed oy
relail parks, DIY centres 3nd whal nat,

and a bewildering array af ring roads to
serve theme A lexlbaok case aff urban
degenesation; the city was depleted, small
shops B BUsinessss disappedred, §ad the
City Centre BECAMe 3 no-0o ared altes dark,
keading toomare deplatkpn i a ovLle that
became difficult to s1op

Wher we were ifvited by Mary imenaculane
Coonll e Ty wiaark with Them 80 an
educational art propect for Limerick Lity of
Cultune, wie wondered what we could do 1o
mignlignt the gualities of the City, 1o maxe
people aware of its patential in same small
veay. (ur budget was very limited, neither

Limerick City Cowncil has dane a great deal
in the last few years to try o reverse this

af us are quile magalamaniac enaugh o
imagine= we could change Limerick and set
iC rlghe Im iT5 Tracis... bul sunely Thene was
Sometning 1o be dane.

| hiad always been fascinated by the curious
names af Limerich's lanes, of which They

are many=Lady's Lame, Phayer's Lane, Ball
Allgy Lane=and the use of the word Bow

ta designate a laneway with an arched
entrance, Fax's Bow Pike's Bow, is particulars
o Limernick

What these laneways really need, of course,
is light—many of them are chanming in
Their own right, with anched entrances and
cabbles; but dark, shadowy spaces in any
City ane wninviting, and more so ina ity
lie Limerick, wihere densitias are low in the
CITY Cenune But we also thaugne that the
|aneways could do with a Little Dt af Lowe
and attention. These Lanes are the fabric of
the city=places full of histary, where people
liwed, worked and died; an integral part of

lif= irn Limerick belose the slum cl=arance
pragrams that strefched from the 1950% 14
the 6)'s

Warking with Mary Immacwlate College

and Limerick Schaol of Artand Design’,

wig pancelved a vast educational propect,
tringing schools all aver the city together o
light some of these lanes

We paired 17 schaols with six lanes, and
right thrawgh the spring, several hundrad
children wsed drawing and light to create art
lor their Lane. Students from bath colleges
acted as lisutenants, taking classes in the
schools several Times 8 vwees 1o develap the
Arvwas, We explaimed To The childres that
They impeefe ach 8 parmicle im e wast wave of
light that was galng to illumdnate Limerics,
that the light would De real, but we also
needed the light of their ideas and creativity
te bring Limerick's lanes back to life

The children threw themselves into the
praject, and we ended up with thousands

al deawings 13 inl=grate inlo illuminated
eilings Tor Limesioo's bews. f The end,
Mwe bavws (we Cauldnt unfarmunanely gen
fermissian ta light the GTh laneway]) were
illuminated with ceiling artwark and colour
changing LED BGE lighting that reweals
different drawings inowaves as the Lignt
evnhs

The capital imvestment in this project

was lirmy, bul the human imestment was
=narmous. Thraugh the children that Eapi
parl, we hoped alsa to reach their parenls,
grandparents, brothers and sisters and
remind them of the value of their City.

Like living arganisms, Cites need constant
attention. They meed 1o be cherished if they
A TE Slre e, oL jusT by public Sodies, Bt
also by the Cluzens themselvas, As Lharles
Landry stated Im his 1596 pubdlicatkan

The Agr ar Keeneratitn T Urban Reagiea
Thwowrgh Cinttal Activiry:

T marey af tlase working o ransw our
ciEie s Niiver coe To @@ The hamail sofendial
off f SOy @8 19 AOST (PO LAl ME5ET.
Ty dereal el wedl i crednio, Sooiay
calregivn dd QUdiiny of [fe wirimalely de e
A cauifdend, dmagirartve oifirens wiha

fee! empowered ard ave ahie to Sl Al sheir
parenim

Having met mamy of the young people
invalved in this project, they are certainky
nathing if not canfident and imaginative; the
drawings they made and their wholehearied
engagement with the project 1=s1ify Eo

that. IF Landry Is right, if cammunity is the
Kew, then perfiaps wie Can loos ferward 1oa
brighter future far Limerick
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